
TSA Canine Calendar

2022
Celebrating 20 years of TSA



Male

Birthdate: October 5, 2011

Breed: Labrador Retriever 

Handler: Leslie S.

Location: Ted Stevens Anchorage 
International Airport (ANC)

Favorite spot: Jjackman’s favorite spot is 
the airport terminal where he can mingle 
with all the passengers.

Favorite treat: Jjackman looks forward to 
Greenies each day.

Favorite toy: He is up for anything that 
has a rope attached for a serious game of 
tug-of-war.

Jjackman is one of the very 
few remaining working 
canines from TSA’s Puppy 
Program. When Jjackman 
retires, he is looking forward 
to playing fetch and learning 
how to snowboard.

Jjackman
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JANUARY 2022

DID YOU KNOW?

TSA was created in the aftermath of 9/11 to oversee security in all modes of transportation and prevent 
similar attacks in the future. Driven by a desire to help our nation, tens of thousands of people joined 
TSA and committed themselves to strengthening our transportation systems while ensuring freedom of 
movement for people and commerce. TSA celebrated its 20th anniversary on November 19, 2021.

Source: The Transportation Security Administration
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Female

Birthdate: February 10, 2016

Breed: Golden Retriever/Labrador mix

Handler: Amanda L.

Location: Detroit Metropolitan Wayne 
County Airport (DTW)

Favorite spot: Mallu loves running in the 
backyard and fetching tennis balls.

Favorite treat: She is not picky and loves 
all treats!

Favorite toy: Mallu’s favorite toys are 
tennis balls and tug-of-war ropes. 

Mallu has a lot of personality! 
She loves to get up on cargo or 
furniture and she has no fear 
when it comes to searching for 
explosives. She takes her job 
very seriously. 

Mallu
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DID YOU KNOW?

On February 17, 2002, FAA’s civil aviation security functions transfers over to TSA and FAA Special Agents were also transferred to 
help with the stand-up of TSA. They are now known as Transportation Security Inspectors. More than 1,200 inspectors ensure the 
compliance of standard operating procedures, conduct assessments, provide recommendations and manage non-compliance cases. 
These inspectors oversee more than 40,000 transportation operators in aviation, surface and cargo modes.

Source: The Transportation Security Administration
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TSA PreCheck® lets you 
travel with ease at more 

than 200 airports.  
Enroll today!



Male

Birthdate: March 19, 2016

Breed: German Shorthaired Pointer

Handler: Bobbie O.

Location: Salt Lake City International 
Airport (SLC)

Favorite spot: Marty has a one-track 
mind and that is work! He is all business. 

Favorite treat: Somehow Marty finds a 
way to find nibbles of pizza. He steals a 
bite every time he smells it! 

Favorite toy: Marty’s favorite toy is his 
squeaky tennis ball. If he can hear it, he 
will find it! 

Marty is cross-eyed, which 
makes catching his tennis ball 
a challenge. He lives on a farm 
with a horse, lamb, chickens, 
turkeys, ducks, four dogs and 
two cats and is already training 
to be a farmer after retirement!

Marty
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DID YOU KNOW?

From March 4-6, 2002, a document memorializes 
TSA’s original “Mission, Vision, and Core Values” 
and TSA’s first flag is created. On March 24, 2002, 
TSA administers the Oath of Office to the first class 
of 300 mobile screeners in a special ceremony in 
Oklahoma City, OK.

Source: The Transportation Security Administration
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Male

Birthdate: August 12, 2017

Breed: German Shepherd 

Handler: Raymond W.

Location: St. Louis Lambert International 
Airport (STL)

Favorite spot: Xaro is always happy 
and eager to go to work at the airport. 
Outside of work, he enjoys exploring and 
adventure time at the park.

Favorite treat: He loves treats he can chew 
on. Xaro’s favorite treat is a Virbac C.E.T. 
VeggieDent chew before bedtime. He says 
Greenies dental treats are tasty too.

Favorite toy: Xaro’s favorite toy is a 
rubber ball on a rope. Squeaky balls are 
fun too, but he says they’re second best. 

Xaro is missing a front tooth, 
but that doesn’t stop him from 
smiling all the time. He aspires 
to be in a commercial for 
Greenies dental treats! 

Xaro
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DID YOU KNOW?

On April 13, 2002, the swearing in ceremony for TSA’s first group of Federal 
Security Directors is held at Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport 
(DCA) in Virginia. A few days later, on April 30, 2002, Baltimore/Washington 
International Thurgood Marshall Airport (BWI) in Maryland, becomes the first 
federalized airport in the country. 

Source: The Transportation Security Administration
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Male

Birthdate: May 19, 2011

Breed: Labrador Retriever

Handler: David S.

Location: Dallas/Fort Worth International 
Airport (DFW)

Favorite treat: Hhilbert expects a 
Puppuccino after work! He reminds David 
when he smells a coffee shop nearby. 

Favorite toy: He loves all toys, but 
especially loves a ball, which he will carry 
around like Linus did with his blanket in 
the Peanuts cartoons. It is his whoobie 
you could say.

Hhilbert is named in honor of 
Army Corporal Thomas Layton 
Hilbert who gave the ultimate 
sacrifice on September 7, 2007 
in Mosul, Iraq. Hhilbert has 
been very fortunate to spend 
time with CPL Hilbert’s mother 
of Venus, Texas. 

Hhilbert
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DID YOU KNOW?

Following the events of 9/11, President George W. 
Bush requested the Air National Guard to post 
troops at commercial airports to bolster civilian 
security forces. On May 31, 2002, the National 
Guard withdrew the last of its troops. 

Source: The National Guard and Reserve
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wait to enroll.



Female

Birth Date: June 28, 2019

Breed: German Shorthaired Pointer

Handler: Alexandra C.

Location: San Francisco International 
Airport (SFO)

Favorite spot: Betta loves to nap and 
sunbathe on the balcony when she is not 
working. Her bed is her happy place after 
a long day of work. 

Favorite treat: In order for Betta to be 
bikini ready and keep her fabulous figure, 
she prefers not to eat any treats. She 
loves her Science Diet food and does a 
happy dance every feeding time. 

Favorite toy: Betta’s favorite toy is 
anything that squeaks! 

Betta works really hard to be 
swimsuit ready and keeps her 
tan all year long. She is hopeful 
for a modeling gig in her 
free time!

Betta
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DID YOU KNOW?

The Federal Air Marshal Service Human Resources Department was 
formally established on June 3, 2002, in Mays Landing, New Jersey, to 
hire supervisors and mission support employees for FAMS. TSA meets the 
deadline to significantly expand FAMS and deploy thousands of new air 
marshals on July 1, 2002. 

Source: The Transportation Security Administration
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Want to keep your 
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you can!



Female

Birthdate: April 11, 2017

Breed: German Shepherd 

Handler: Daphne W.

Location: Dallas Fort Worth International 
Airport (DFW)

Favorite spot: Lexi enjoys to be on the 
move searching aircrafts, vehicles and 
passengers in the terminal. She absolutely 
loves her job at DFW protecting the 
traveling public. Her home life consists 
of snuggling on her favorite blanket and 
shadowing her handler throughout the 
house. Lexi is strong willed, independent 
and always vigilant in keeping those 
around her safe and secure.

Lexi wants to run for President 
someday as she takes her job 
very seriously and knows she 
can do a great job at anything!

Lexi
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DID YOU KNOW?

TSA transfers from DOT to DHS on March 1, 2003. The TSO uniform was 
changed in July 2004, to reflect the transfer with the replacement of the 
original DOT emblems with the DHS seal patches. By the fall of 2005, all first 
generation uniforms are retired.

Source: The Transportation Security Administration
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Female

Birthdate: October 24, 2016

Breed: Golden Retriever 

Handler: Vanessa G.

Location: McCarran International Airport (LAS)

Favorite spot: Alona loves coming to 
work and saying hi to all the handlers. 
She always has a smile on her face and is 
best known for her sassy walk and blonde 
eyelashes. She also enjoys the park, pool 
and listening to Britney Spears. 

Favorite treat: Alona LOVES Greenies! 

Favorite toy: She is obsessed with her red 
rubber ball, which came with her from 
Colombia. She won’t accept any other toy. 

Nirvana-Alona is TSA’s 2021 
Cutest Canine Contest winner. 
She was originally purchased 
in Colombia and was named 
Nirvana by the Colombian 
breeder. Alona was later added 
by the Canine Training Center.

Alona
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DID YOU KNOW?

On the night of August 9, 2006, 24 suspects are 
arrested in and around London in connection with 
an intricate terrorist plot to smuggle and detonate 
liquid explosives on flights traveling from the UK 
to the US. TSA works tirelessly to implement new 
security measures overnight.

Source: The Transportation Security Administration
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Male

Birthdate: September 4, 2016

Breed: German Shorthaired Pointer 

Handler: Keith G.

Location: Indianapolis International 
Airport (IND) 

Favorite spot: Ari likes to go to the big 
field out behind his handler’s property 
where he has tons of room to stretch his 
legs and run as fast as he can.

Favorite treat: He loves an old-fashioned 
Milk-Bone but also enjoys sitting by the 
refrigerator ice maker waiting for an ice 
cube to fall.

Favorite toy: Ari’s favorite toy is a KONG  
but he will play with any kind of ball.

Being a bird dog, Ari is 
fascinated by wildlife and 
his instincts kick in as he 
constantly goes into a point 
and freezes. Come on, vogue!

Ari
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DID YOU KNOW?

After the immediate ban on all liquids on August 10, 2006, TSA announces 
a modification to the ban after conducting extensive explosives testing and 
determines that liquids, aerosols and gels in limited quantities are safe to 
bring aboard an aircraft. The new policy allows airline passengers to carry 
liquids, gels and aerosols in containers of 3.4 ounces or less in a single, clear, 
re-sealable 1-quart plastic bag. The 3-1-1 rule is born.

Source: The Transportation Security Administration
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Female

Birthdate: October 31, 2018

Breed: Sable German Shepherd 

Handler: Douglas S.

Location: Daniel K. Inouye International 
Airport (HNL)

Favorite spot: After work, Xaira really 
enjoys going on hikes and being in nature. 
She loves playing ball or Frisbee with her 
handler in the yard. Xaira especially likes 
late-night zoomies outside.

Favorite treat: Her favorite treat is 
Smokehouse Prime Chicken Chips.

Favorite toy: Her favorite toy is a ChuckIt 
Max Glow Ball.

Xaira is obsessed with water, 
shakes hands and gives high 
fives! Want to see more 
of Xaira? Check her out on 
Instagram @k9_xaira. She 
wants to be a top influencer 
when she retires from TSA!

Xaira
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OCTOBER 2022

DID YOU KNOW?
On October 29, 2010, British and United Arab Emirates authorities intercept 
two IEDs concealed in printer cartridges aboard two separate cargo planes 
from Yemen. Authorities determine the IEDs were intended to detonate during 
flights to the US. On November 1, 2010, air cargo shipments to the United 
States from Yemen are suspended indefinitely.  

Source: The Transportation Security Administration
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Travel to your spooky 
destination faster 
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Female

Birthdate: January 3, 2017

Breed: Long-haired German Shepherd 

Handler: Jennifer S.

Location: Dallas Fort Worth International 
Airport (DFW)

Favorite spot: She loves working 
outdoors playing or simply lounging 
around. Lexa-Alexey is up for being in 
nature regardless of the weather. Her 
motto is work hard and play harder!

Favorite treat: Lexa-Alexey loves 
anything with peanut butter topping.

Favorite toy: She really enjoys playing 
with anything that bounces.  

Lexa-Alexey was Miss 
November in the 2021 TSA 
Canine Calendar. She is looking 
for a chance to be on the cover 
in 2022! Watch out world!

Lexa-Alexey
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NOVEMBER 2022

DID YOU KNOW?
In early 2009, TSA began implementing Secure Flight, a risk-based passenger 
prescreening program that enhances security by identifying low and high-risk 
passengers before they arrive at the airport by matching their names against 
trusted traveler lists and watchlists. To protect privacy, the program collects 
the minimum amount of personal information necessary to conduct effective 
matching. On November 23, 2010, Secure Flight is fully implemented. 

Source: The Transportation Security Administration
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Male

Birthdate: December 24, 2017

Breed: Belgian Malinois 

Handler: Herb M.

Location: O’Hare International Airport (ORD)

Favorite spot: Badger likes going to the 
backyard to soak up some sun. In the 
winter, he loves to play in and eat the snow.

Favorite treat: His favorite treats include 
bacon bits and salmon bites.

Favorite toy: Badger has two loves in this 
life, his KONG and his mattress. Badger 
also likes to play catch with his Frisbee 
as he is a pro and can keep going like the 
Energizer bunny. 

Aside from going to work 
every day, Badger loves to get 
massages. One day he hopes to 
open a chain of massage salons 
just for canines. Patent pending!

Badger
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DID YOU KNOW?
On December 14, 2011, TSA began TSA PreCheck® 
operations at McCarran International Airport. TSA 
PreCheck provides expedited screening for known 
and trusted travelers at security checkpoints, 
allowing TSA to focus resources on high-risk and 
unknown passengers. 

Source: The Transportation Security Administration
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Male

Birthdate: January 6, 2017

Breed: Belgian Tervuren 

Handler: Joel P.

Location: Orlando International 
Airport (MCO)

Favorite spot: When not working, Roki 
loves to play around the house and enjoy 
his time off. He can be seen working all 
around the airport with his unforgettable 
golden locks flowing in the wind.

Favorite toy: Roki is a very high-energy 
canine who loves to work hard for his 
KONG reward.

Roki hopes to partner up with  
Badger to open up a full-
service salon just for canines 
complete with massage chairs, 
all the Greenies, bacon bits and 
KONG toys.

Roki



DID YOU KNOW?

The TSA National Explosives Detection Canine Program trains and deploys both TSA-led and state and local law enforcement led canine teams in support of day-to-day activities that protect 
the transportation domain. These highly trained explosives detection canine teams are a reliable resource for detecting explosives and provide a visible deterrent to terrorism directed towards 
transportation systems. TSA trains canine teams to operate in the aviation, multimodal, maritime, mass transit and cargo environments. Considered the “center for excellence” for explosives 
detection canine training, the program is the largest explosives detection canine program in the Department of Homeland Security and the second largest in the federal government after the 
Department of Defense.
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